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Naples & Marco Island Beach Lovers Hit the Sands Saturday for the Great VISIT FLORIDA Beach Walk
To view a social media version of the official statewide Beach Walk release,
with embeddable images, videos, news facts, shortened URLs and tweets, click here.
NAPLES (November 4, 2010) – Collier County tourism and hospitality industry representatives, Florida volunteer organizations and beach-lovers will hit the sands on Naples and Marco Island beaches Saturday, November 6 as part of the Great VISIT FLORIDA Beach Walk.  Floridians across the state will rally to celebrate the Sunshine State’s sandy shores and show the world – with photos from each of the 825 miles of Florida beach – that Florida’s beaches are as wonderful as ever.
All 34 of Florida’s beach counties – including Collier County – have enlisted volunteers to walk and photograph area beaches to show the world that there is no damage or impact from this summer’s oil spill. 

“We’re hoping that photographs of the beautiful white sandy beaches along the Paradise Coast displayed on the Beach Walk Web site will show the world that we were never impacted by the oil spill, and our sands are as warm and welcoming as ever,” said Jack Wert, executive director of the Naples, Marco Island, Everglades Convention and Visitors Bureau. 

Many local volunteers have registered through Volunteer Florida to man check-in tables at key points along Naples and Marco Island beaches and to serve as beach walkers.  Members of the public may participate by checking in at one of the table hubs between 8 and 11 a.m. on Saturday, November 6.  Walkers will need to check in, sign a waiver and receive information about what mile of beach they will need to walk and photograph.  

Hub locations with check-in tables will be located at the Hilton Marco Island Beach Resort & Spa on Marco Island, and in Naples at 21st Avenue S. in Port Royal, Naples Pier, Naples Beach Hotel & Golf Club, Clam Pass Beach Park and Naples Grande Beach Resort, The Ritz-Carlton, Naples beach resort, Delnor-Wiggins Pass State Park, and Barefoot Beach Park.  Participating walkers include staff from hub location hotels, staff members of the Naples, Marco Island, Everglades Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Sports Council of Collier County, Collier County Red Cross, youth and community groups and more.  

Event Day Details 
Registered individual or group volunteers will walk their official mile between sunrise and 11 a.m. and take a photograph along the way to upload to the Internet. By 11 a.m. EST, each official County Host will know how many of its county’s miles have been walked and photographed, and will report in to Beach Walk Operations Centers. There are over 20 miles of beaches to be walked in Collier County.  The county has approximately 36 miles of beach, but the island beaches accessible only by boat are not being included in the beach walk event.

 Tweets about the Beach Walk can be followed using the hashtag #BeachWalk.  All photos will be displayed on www.VISITFLORIDA.com/beachwalk.  
All Beach Walk photos, uploaded in real time, can be seen on www.VISITFLORIDA.com/beachwalk. VISIT FLORIDA will promote this grassroots photo gallery nationwide, drawing attention through the lenses of everyday Floridians to the fact that the Paradise Coast’s beautiful beaches are as wonderful as ever – just in time for the winter tourism season.

Florida Organizations Partnering for Florida
The Beach Walk is being supported and promoted by a number of great Florida organizations. VISIT FLORIDA, the state’s official tourism marketing organization, is hosting the overall effort, including the website to enlist volunteers and promotion beyond state boundaries to potential visitors.  Volunteer Florida is organizing the official volunteer efforts across the state. The Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association is reaching out through its extensive network of partners to let Floridians know about the event and support participants. The Florida Lottery is providing promotional support, and organizations such as the Florida State Parks and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission are contributing expertise and volunteers.  Local coordination was provided by Collier County Red Cross and the Naples, Marco Island, Everglades Convention and Visitors Bureau.  

“There is so much excitement about this event that we are confident we will have a great turnout in support of our state and all our beaches,” said Wendy Spencer, CEO of Volunteer Florida.

“This is a great opportunity for all of us to enjoy what we love about Florida and support our state’s economy at the same time,” said Will Seccombe, VISIT FLORIDA Chief Marketing Officer. “By sharing thousands of photos of every one of Florida’s 825 miles of beaches, we will put to rest any lingering concerns from this summer’s oil spill.”
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